
Christianity Relics Exhibit Draws Crowds
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LOS ANGELES — Director Mel Gibson’s graphic portrayal of the death of Jesus 
in "The Passion of the Christ" (search) is already on its way to breaking box 
office records. At the same time, the movie seems to be spawning a renewed 
interest in Christianity. 

This past weekend, more than 12,000 
people waited in line in St. Louis to 
catch a glimpse of relics on display in a 
rare exhibit showcasing fragments of 
artifacts said to be linked to the final 
days of Christ.  

Two of the most intriguing pieces of the 
exhibit, put on by the nonprofit 
Apostolate for Holy Relics (search), 
are slivers of wood believed to be from 
the actual cross Jesus was crucified on, 
along with a shard the group says 
comes from his crown of thorns.  

Andrew Walther, vice president of the 
organization, said each relic has 
documentation of its authenticity from 

the Vatican.  

But academics like UCLA Religious Studies Director Scott Bartchy (search) doubt 
that most so-called Passion relics are real.  

Click here to watch a report by Fox News Channel's Anita Vogel.  
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